
 

 

UNIT 5: Border, Immigration, and Transportation Safety and Security 

LESSON 6: Air-Passenger and Cargo 

Lesson Topics 

• Vulnerability assessment  

• Trends and threats  

• Security planning 

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Explain the diverse challenges and opportunities involved in 
securing air-passenger and cargo transportation systems. 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch 
this video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration  

• Understand the complexities of air-passenger and cargo security. 

• Review vulnerability assessments, trends, threats, and security 
planning. 

Vulnerability Assessment  

- 2 million passengers a day on U.S. passenger jets/planes. 

- Annually transport 23.5 million tons of cargo. 

- One-third of international cargo and 7% of domestic cargo is 
transported on passenger aircraft. A terrorist does not need to be on a 
plane and only needs to be able to smuggle a device in the cargo. 

- The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) provides security 
services to 450 airports throughout the United States.  

Trends and Threats 

- September 11, 2001: Terrorist used commercial passenger jets to crash 
into the Pentagon and World Trade Centers. A plane was crashed in a 
field near Shanksville, PA.  

- Explosive threats on planes. 

- Hijacking. 

Security Planning  

- Federal Air Marshal Service: is a TSA managed federal law 
enforcement agency whose officers provide protection from criminal 
and terrorist acts.  

- National Explosives Detection Canine Team: canine teams are trained 
to detect explosives on the nation’s transportation systems. 

Teacher Resources: 

Websites: 

National Strategy for Aviation 
Security, March 26, 2007, 29 pp 

https://www.bits.de/NRANEU/other
s/strategy/nstrategy_asecurity.pdf 

 

(2009). Air Domain Surveillance and 
Intelligence Integration Plan, March 
26, 2007 

https://fas.org/irp/offdocs/nspd/ad
sii.pdf 

 

ABC News. (2014). Airport Security 
Vulnerabilities Not Uncommon 

https://www.deseret.com/2014/4/2
3/20465057/airport-security-
vulnerabilities-not-uncommon 

 

Bloomberg. (2018). Airport Security 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/
articles/2018-03-07/airport-
security-must-move-beyond-
checkpoints-tsa-chief-says 
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- Crew Member Self-Defense Training Program: one-day program that 
trains crew members on hand-to-hand combat, self-defense, and how 
to secure an unruly passenger.  

- Federal Flight Deck Officers Program: eligible flight crews are 
authorized to use firearms on a plane to eliminate the risk of a flight 
being hijacked.  

- Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed Program: allows certain police 
officers to fly armed to increase security.  

 

CNN. (2011). Why terrorists attack 
airports 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/OPINI
ON/01/24/jenkins.moscow.bombing
/index.html 

 

CFR. (2021). Title 49 – 
Transportation. Part 1542 – Airport 
Security 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=e4e70df4116caf1d442fcf99
5874bbcb&node=49:9.1.3.5.10&rgn
=div5 

 

CFR. (2021). Title 49 – 
Transportation. Part 1549 – 
Certified Cargo Screening Program 
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=e4e70df4116caf1d442fcf99
5874bbcb&node=49:9.1.3.5.14&rgn
=div5 

 

Rand Corporation. (2013). Want to 
Create Problems? Arm the TSA 

http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/11
/want-to-create-problems-arm-the-
tsa.html  

 

Jenkins, B. (2012). Aviation Security: 
After Four Decades, It’s Time for a 
Fundamental Review 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasion
al_papers/OP390.html 

 

Rand Corporation. (2011). Beyond 
the Shadow of 9/11 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/corporat
e_pubs/CP22-2011-09.html  

 

TSA. (2014). Aviation Security 
Advisory Committee 

Explanation  

Prepare a report outlining the sequence of changes in air travel security in the 
20 years since 9/11. Include changes to systems that are both visible and 
invisible to the general travelling public. 

Elaboration 

Have students discuss their experience or the experience of others who have 
traveled by air recently. Ask the student if they believe the security measures 
they experienced will prevent a future terror attack by air.  

Select a “Critical Thinking” exercise from the text. 

Formative Assessment:  

The elaboration activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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https://www.tsa.gov/for-
industry/aviation-security 

 

TSA. (2021). Secure Flight Program 
http://www.tsa.gov/stakeholders/s
ecure-flight-program 

 

Texts:  

Bullock et al. Homeland Security, 
The Essentials. Ch 7, pp. 169-188 

 

Student Resources: 

Websites: 

CNN. (2011). Why terrorists attack 
airports 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/OPINI
ON/01/24/jenkins.moscow.bombing
/index.html 

 

Rand Corporation. (2011). Beyond 
the Shadow of 9/11 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/corporat
e_pubs/CP22-2011-09.html 

 

TSA. (2021). Secure Flight Program 
http://www.tsa.gov/stakeholders/s
ecure-flight-program 

 

Texts:  

Bullock et al. Homeland Security, 
The Essentials. Ch 7, pp. 169-188 
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