
 

 

UNIT 1: The Sociology of Disaster 

LESSON 3: Culture Factors in Disaster  

Lesson Topics 

• Cultural competencies 

• Mt. Pinatubo Eruption 

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Create a culturally competent emergency shelter for the local 
community. 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch 
this video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration  

• Define the concept of culture.  

• Identify how culture may affect disaster management.  

• Discuss how knowing cultural perspectives might improve disaster 
management. 

Culture: 

- The Office of Minority Health defines culture as integrated patterns of 
human behavior that include the language, thoughts, communications, 
actions, customs, beliefs, values, and institutions of racial, ethnic, 
religious, or social groups.  

Culture and disaster management: 

- Cultural backgrounds may affect how people relate to each other and 
other cultures.  

- Culture instills a behavior the person believes is normal. 

- Mt. Pinatubo Eruption is an example of cultural influences. The experts 
refused to hear information from the locals. In the Philippines, 
subordinates or novices accept the hierarchical structure that they are 
to do what the experts tell them.  

Cultural perspectives to improve disaster management: 

- Important for first responders and emergency managers to understand 
the importance of cultural competency.  

Teacher Resources: 

Websites: 

Cultural Influences on Disaster 
Management: A Case Study of the 
Mt. Pinatubo Eruption 
http://www.ijmed.org/articles/383/
download/ 

 

Concept Paper: Importance of 
Cultural Competency in Disaster 
Management 
https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=6
108 

 

The Impact of Disasters 
https://sciencing.com/impact-
natural-disasters-5502440.html 

 

Texts:  

Drabek: Chapters 8-11 

 

Student Resources: 

Websites: 

Cultural Influences on Disaster 
Management: A Case Study of the 
Mt. Pinatubo Eruption 

Explanation and Elaboration 

Complete a close reading of “Concept Paper: Importance of Cultural 
Competency in Disaster Management” https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=6108 

pp. 3-9. Definition of “Culture” and “Competency”  
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Create a virtual emergency shelter for your community. Build into it a 
comprehensive list of cultural considerations that emergency shelter managers 
need to accommodate. 

http://www.ijmed.org/articles/383/
download/ 

 

Concept Paper: Importance of 
Cultural Competency in Disaster 
Management 
https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=6
108 

 

The Impact of Disasters 
https://sciencing.com/impact-
natural-disasters-5502440.html 

 

Texts:  

Drabek: Chapters 8-11 

Formative Assessment:  

• The elaboration activities 

Summative Assessment: 

• As required by the curriculum and school system 
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