
 

 

UNIT 1: The Sociology of Disaster 

LESSON 2: The Human Challenges of Disaster 

Lesson Topics 

• Individual responses to disaster 
or critical incidents  

• Communities’ reactions to 
disaster planning, response, 
and recovery 

• Challenges and social impacts 
affect disaster planning, 
response, and recovery  

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Evaluate a disaster and determine the challenges emergency 
managers face in their efforts to help the victims.  

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch 
this video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration 

• Review the individual responses to disaster or critical incidents.  

• Discuss how and why communities react differently to disaster 
planning, response, and recovery. 

• Understand the challenges of disasters and how the social impacts 
affect disaster planning, response, and recovery.  

• Describe the history of disasters in society and specifically, the 
human dimensions of response and reaction. 

Individual response to disaster or critical incidents: 

- Impact can be felt physically, mentally, and emotionally.  

- Disasters may cause loss of life, injury, damage/destruction of 
property. 

- Disasters also cause a loss to resources (clean water, electricity, etc.) 

Why communities react differently to disaster planning, response, and 
recovery. 

- Disasters can impact an entire community. Loss of economic resources 
and loss to the area’s economy.  

- Communities or individuals of different socioeconomic statuses could 
prepare for disasters or incidents differently.  

- Those who are poor have a perceived higher risk to disasters.  

- Community members who have better access to resources perceive a 
lower risk. 

Teacher Resources: 

Websites: 

FEMA: Chapter 8: Myths and 
Realities of Household Disaster 
Response  

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/doc
s/fem/chapter%208%20-
%20myths%20and%20realities%20o
f%20household%20dis%20resp.doc 

 

The Impact of Disasters 
https://sciencing.com/impact-
natural-disasters-5502440.html 

 

SAMHSA. (2017). Greater impact: 
How disasters affect people of low 
socioeconomic status.  

Greater Impact: How Disasters 
Affect People of Low Socioeconomic 
Status (samhsa.gov) 

 

Texts:  

Drabek: Chapters 4-7 

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://sciencing.com/impact-natural-disasters-5502440.html
https://sciencing.com/impact-natural-disasters-5502440.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf


 

 

- Socioeconomic status of the community and its members, impact 
planning, response, and recovery.  

Student Resources: 

Websites: 

FEMA: Chapter 8: Myths and 
Realities of Household Disaster 
Response  

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/doc
s/fem/chapter%208%20-
%20myths%20and%20realities%20o
f%20household%20dis%20resp.doc 

 

The Impact of Disasters 
https://sciencing.com/impact-
natural-disasters-5502440.html 

 

SAMHSA. (2017). Greater impact: 
How disasters affect people of low 
socioeconomic status.  

Greater Impact: How Disasters 
Affect People of Low Socioeconomic 
Status (samhsa.gov) 

 

Texts:  

Drabek: Chapters 4-7 

 

 

Explanation  

Share this story: 

• Central Maryland. 

• Early AM hours. 

• Major apartment complex fire.  

• Nearly all residents were sleeping when the alarms sounded, but 
all escaped with zero casualties. 

• Many apartments were total losses due to flames. 

• Many apartments were total losses due to flames and water. 

• Some apartments were partial losses due to flames or water. 

• Dozens of households were displaced because of losses. 

• Dozens of households were displaced because the building was 
unsafe to enter. 

• Zero damage to vehicles in the parking lots. 

• Emergency management personnel were on site to organize 
shelter, food, and water for displaced residents. 

• Emergency management personnel noticed that residents broke 
into two distinct populations. 

o Group one was very concerned about the immediate 
retrieval of mobile devices and charging devices. 

o Group two was very concerned about the immediate 
retrieval of clothing and car keys. 

Have students brainstorm why this difference existed. The answer is that 
“group two” adults needed clothing and keys because they had jobs that were 
either day labor, jobs that offered little or no paid time off, or they risked 
losing their jobs if they didn’t show up to work regardless of the excuse. As a 
result, children also needed clothing to attend school so adults could go to 
work.  

Discuss how this is a challenge for emergency management personnel. 

Elaboration 

• Have students describe a major flooding disaster in their 
community with details about how residents, leaders, and the 
community as a whole would respond to the event that closes 
roads, impacts fresh water supplies, and results in power outages. 

• Have them describe the same situation for both an economically 
privileged and an economically disadvantaged community. 

• Theorize why communities may react differently and receive 
different services using new knowledge to support their answers. 

https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
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https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://training.fema.gov/hiedu/docs/fem/chapter%208%20-%20myths%20and%20realities%20of%20household%20dis%20resp.doc
https://sciencing.com/impact-natural-disasters-5502440.html
https://sciencing.com/impact-natural-disasters-5502440.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/dtac/srb-low-ses_2.pdf


 

 

• Select a “Critical Thinking” exercise from the text. 

Formative Assessment:  

The elaboration activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 

 

 


