
 

 

UNIT 1: Historical Perspective for Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management 

LESSON 1: Early History and Congressional Acts (1800 – 1950) 

Lesson Topics 

• Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation 

• Bureau of Public Roads 

• Tennessee Valley Authority  

• National Flood Insurance Act of 
1968 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

 

• Explain the early historical events that led to governmental assistance 
during disasters.  

 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch 
this video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration 

Teacher content should include a review of the historical events that led to 
U.S. emergency management.  

Review the PowerPoint with the class. 

U.S. government first involvement with financial assistance to state 

• 1803, Congressional act passed to provide financial assistance to 
New Hampshire town devastated by fire 

Bureau of Public Roads  

• 1930s, the Reconstruction Finance Corporation and Bureau of 
Public Roads were authorized to make federal loans for the 
following: 

1. Repair of public facilities 

2. Reconstruction of public facilities  

Tennessee Valley Authority  

• Created same era as Reconstruction Finance Corporation 

• Produce hydroelectric power 

• Reduce flooding in the area 

National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 

• 1964, earthquake in Prince William Sound Alaska, killed 123 

Teacher Resources: 

 

Websites: 

https://www.fema.gov/about/histor
y 

https://youtu.be/mJJU4c2m_nY 

 

 

Texts (author and page #):  

Homeland Security, The Essentials 
2nd Edition, pages 20-21 

 

PPT:  

Foundations of HSEP Unit 1 Lesson 1 

 

Other: (PDF, shared docs, 
assessments, etc.) 

 

https://www.fema.gov/about/history
https://www.fema.gov/about/history
https://youtu.be/mJJU4c2m_nY


 

 

• 1965, Hurricane Betsy killed and injured hundreds along Gulf Coast 
with widespread damage 

• 1969, Hurricane Camille killed and injured hundreds along Gulf Coast 
with widespread damage 

• The act provided low-cost flood insurance to individuals  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

• Part of the military  

• Responsible for flood control  

• Assists with natural disaster response 

N/A  

 

Student Resources: 

Websites: 

https://www.fema.gov/about/histor
y 

 

Texts:  

Homeland Security, The Essentials 
2nd Edition, pages 20-21 

 

Other: 

As required by the teacher. 

 

Explanation 

• Develop a timeline of significant events in the development of U.S. 
emergency management and homeland security. 

Elaboration 

• Assign individuals or groups to research and present the following: 

o Choose any natural disaster that has occurred in the U.S. 

o List loss of life and property 

o List who was most impacted and what they needed 

o List who helped them and how 

• Have students share a disaster that they remember occurring during 
their lifetime.  

• Write a "double-column” list of the risks and benefits of government 
assistance in the aftermath of one of these disasters. 

Formative Assessment:  

The elaboration activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 

 

 

https://www.fema.gov/about/history
https://www.fema.gov/about/history

