
 

 

UNIT 5: Border, Immigration, and Transportation Safety and Security 

LESSON 1: Border Security and Immigration 

Lesson Topics 

• Background and contexts 

• U.S. Customs & Border 
Protection 

• Societal security  

• Terrorism risks 

• Transnational organized crime  

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Identify the relationships between border security and immigration 
and how each affects homeland security. 

 

Engage 

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch 
this video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration  

• Watch the Frontline Video, Mexico: Crimes at the Border.  

• Explore the role of border security. 

Background and contexts  

- Sea, land, and air borders remain a gateway to the United States. 

- Borders often consist of fences, rivers, or another manmade device.  

- The turn of the 21st century created the need to more drastically 
secure the nation’s borders to mitigate the risk of terrorist and illegal 
goods from entering the country.  

- U.S. border with Canada: 5,525 miles 

- U.S. border with Mexico: 1,989 miles  

- Maritime border: 95,000 miles of shoreline 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

       -      The only agency solely responsible for protecting the nation’s border  

               at and between the point of entry. 

- Frontline to protect the nation’s economic security and protect against 
terrorism.  

- Prevents terrorists, weapons, drugs, and other illegal contraband from 
entering the U.S.  

- Consist of 21,000 agents.  

- Prevents illegal immigration.  

Teacher Resources: 

Websites: 

Camarota, S. (2011). A Record 
Setting Decade of Immigration: 
2000-2010. Center for Immigration 
Studies 

http://cis.org/2000-2010-record-
setting-decade-of-immigration  

 

CBP. (2021). Homepage 

http://www.cbp.gov/  

 

Passel, J., and Cohn, D. (2009). A 
Portrait of Unauthorized Immigrants 
in the United States. Pew Hispanic 
Center 
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2009/
04/14/a-portrait-of-unauthorized-
immigrants-in-the-united-states/ 

 

Esipova, N., Ray, J., and Pugliese, A. 
(2011). Gallup World Poll: The Many 
Faces of Global Migration. 

http://cis.org/2000-2010-record-setting-decade-of-immigration
http://cis.org/2000-2010-record-setting-decade-of-immigration
http://www.cbp.gov/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2009/04/14/a-portrait-of-unauthorized-immigrants-in-the-united-states/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2009/04/14/a-portrait-of-unauthorized-immigrants-in-the-united-states/
http://www.pewhispanic.org/2009/04/14/a-portrait-of-unauthorized-immigrants-in-the-united-states/


 

 

Societal Security  

- U.S. Customs and Border Protection and U.S. Coast Guard protect the 
nation’s borders to protect the life and health of U.S. citizens.  

Terrorism Risk 

- After the September 11, 2001, terror attacks, it was discovered that 
there were weaknesses in the nation’s border security and 
immigration systems.  

- Immigration Customs Enforcement (ICE) is involved with the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force on all cases involving cross-border crime.  

- Counterterrorism and Criminal Exploitation Unit prevent terrorists 
from taking advantage of U.S. immigration.  

Transnational Organized Crime (TOC) 

- Consists of international organized crime and trafficking networks. 

- Modern TOC networks are involved with cybercrime and provide 
support to terrorist.  

International Organization for 
Migration 

http://publications.iom.int/bookstor
e/free/MRS43.pdf  

 

Frontline. (2008). Mexico: Crimes at 
the Border 
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/
stories/mexico704/  

 

Haddal, C. (2010). Border Security: 
Key Agencies and Their Missions. 

http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/homese
c/RS21899.pdf 

 

ICE. (n.d.). Homepage 

http://www.ice.gov/ 

 

Krikorian, M. (2007). Attrition By 
Enforcement Is The Best Course of 
Action. Center for Immigration 
Studies 

http://cis.org/articles/2007/mskope
d093007b.html 

 

Riley, J. (2006). Border Security and 
the Terrorist Threat. The Rand 
Corporation 
http://www.rand.org/content/dam/
rand/pubs/testimonies/2006/RAND
_CT266.pdf 

 

Rosenblum, M. (2012). Border 
Security: Immigration Enforcement 
Between Ports of Entry. 
Congressional Research Service 

http://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67
531/metadc84015/  

 

NCTC. (2006). National Strategy to 
Combat Terrorist Travel 

Explanation 

Research and create a chart that illustrates the numbers of illegal immigrants 
in a year-over-year format for land and water immigration. Use this chart to 
prepare a presentation about immigration trends and ICE responses. 

Elaboration 

Have students discuss the complexities of securing the border to prevent 
illegal goods and terrorists from entering the country.  

Assign report to class: Is it possible to fully secure the borders of the U.S. 
against all serious threats to homeland security that could be delivered 
through transportation, immigration, and across our borders? 

Select a “Critical Thinking” exercise from the text. 

Formative Assessment:  

The elaboration activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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http://www.fas.org/irp/threat/trave
l.pdf  

 

MPI. (2003). Chronology of Events 
Since September 11, 2001 Related 
to Immigration and National 
Security 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sit
es/default/files/source_charts/FE-
post911-chronology-2002.pdf  

 

TSA. (n.d.). Homepage 

http://www.tsa.gov/ 

 

The White House. (2009). 
Administration Officials Announce 
U.S. - Mexico Border Security Policy: 
A Comprehensive Response & 
Commitment 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.
gov/realitycheck/the-press-
office/administration-officials-
announce-us-mexico-border-
security-policy-a-comprehensive- 

 

The White House. (2009). Strategy 
to Combat Transnational Organized 
Crime 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.
gov/administration/eop/nsc/transn
ational-crime 

 

Felter, C., Renwick, D., & Cheatham, 
A. (2020). The U.S. Immigration 
Debate. 

Council on Foreign Relations Press 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/
us-immigration-debate-0 

 

Wermuth, M., & Riley, J. (2007). The 
Strategic Challenge of Border 
Security 

http://www.fas.org/irp/threat/travel.pdf
http://www.fas.org/irp/threat/travel.pdf
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/testimo
nies/CT275.html 

 

Texts:  

Bullock et al. Homeland Security, 
The Essentials. Ch 6, pp. 145-168 

 

Student Resources: 

Websites: 

Rosenblum, M. (2012). Border 
Security: Immigration Enforcement 
Between Ports of Entry. 
Congressional Research Service 

http://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67
531/metadc84015/  

 

The White House. (2009). Strategy 
to Combat Transnational Organized 
Crime 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.
gov/administration/eop/nsc/transn
ational-crime 
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