
 

 

UNIT 3: Illegal Drugs 

LESSON 2: Law Enforcement and the Drug Issue 

Lesson Topics 

Explain the underlying theory and 
historical development of laws and the 
criminal justice system in the United 
States. 

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Describe the activities of local, state, regional, and federal law 
enforcement to combat the drug problem. 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Explore: 

1. Describe the activities of local, state, regional, and federal law 
enforcement to combat the drug problem: 

• High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) program, created by 
Congress with the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, provides 
assistance to federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcement 
agencies operating in areas determined to be critical drug-
trafficking regions of the United States. This grant program is 
administered by the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy (ONDCP). There are currently 33 HIDTAs, and HIDTA-
designated counties are located in 50 states, as well as in Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the District Columbia.   

              https://www.dea.gov/operations/hidta 

• The federal government prohibits the manufacturing, distribution, 
and possession of many intoxicating substances that are solely 
intended for recreational use (notable exceptions are alcohol and 
tobacco); however, the federal government also allows for and 
controls the medical use of many intoxicants. 

• Federal agencies, primarily the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), enforce federal controlled substances laws 
in all states and territories, but the majority of drug crimes known 
to U.S. law enforcement are dealt with at the state level. In the 
United States in 2012, the DEA arrested 30,476 suspects for 
federal drug offenses while state and local law enforcement 
arrested 1,328,457 suspects for drug offenses. In many cases, 
federal agencies assist state and local agencies with drug arrests, 
and suspects are referred for state prosecution, and vice versa. 

                      https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43749.pdf 

 

Teacher Resources: 

• Video and player 

• Internet enabled devices 

• Agency information organizer  

 

Textbook:  

Cox, S. M., Massey, D., Koski, C. M., & 
Fitch, B. D. (2019). Introduction to 
policing (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications. (Additional 
materials available at 
https://us.sagepub.com/en-
us/nam/introduction-to-
policing/book259212) 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Utah State Board of 
Education. (2016). Law enforcement 
and criminal justice student manual. 

https://www.uen.org/lawenfstudent
/  

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): McCartney, S., & Parent, R. 
(2015). Ethics in law enforcement. 
Victoria, BC: BCcampus. 
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• The White House National Drug Control Policy 

                      https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/ 

• U.S. Customs and Border Patrol also conduct drug law 
enforcement – primarily along our nation’s border. 

                      https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/drug-seizure-statistics 

• U.S. Coast Guard Counter-Drug Mission Overview – The Coast 
Guard is the lead and only federal maritime law enforcement 
agency with both the authority and capability to enforce national 
and international law, including drug interdiction, on the high seas. 
The Coast Guard shares the lead for interdiction and enforcement 
responsibilities with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in 
U.S. territorial waters. Illicit maritime drug shipments are carried 
both by noncommercial means such as small “go-fast” vessels with 
multiple outboard engines, semisubmersible vessels, fishing 
vessels, and sailing vessels, as well as by commercial vessels such 
as container ships. The majority of known maritime drug flow is 
conveyed via noncommercial means through the Western 
Hemisphere Transit Zone (WHTZ) — the waters off the coasts of 
Central and South America and the Caribbean Sea. 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/uscg_-
_counter-drug_operations.pdf 

• Largest Coast Guard Seizure in History – August 5, 2021 

       https://www.cbsnews.com/news/drug-bust-cocaine-marijuana-  
port-everglades-florida-coast-guard/ 

• The City of Frederick Police Department has drug enforcement 
unit: https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/491/Eyes-Ears 

• Frederick County Sheriff’s Office has a Narcotics Unit to carry out 
drug enforcement: 

https://www.frederickcosheriff.com/law-enforcement-divisions 

• Cecil County Maryland Drug Task Force: 

https://www.ccgov.org/government/sheriff-s-office/law-
enforcement/divisions/criminal-investigations-division/drug-
task-force 

http://opentextbc.ca/ethicsinlawenf
orcement/ 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Gehl, R., & Plecas, D. (2017). 
Introduction to criminal investigation: 
Processes, practices and thinking. 
New Westminster, BC: Justice 
Institute of British Columbia. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/cri
minalinvestigation/ 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

DEA: 2018 National Drug Threat 
Assessment 

https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/fi
les/2018-11/DIR-032-
18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5
D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf 

 

Drug Enforcement in the U.S.: 
History, Policy, and Trends 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43749.
pdf 

 

History of the DEA 

https://www.dea.gov/history 

 

Drug Policy Alliance: A Brief History 
of the Drug War 

https://drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-
history-drug-war 

 

DOJ: The Clinton Administration’s 
Law Enforcement Strategy: The 21st 
Century Law Enforcement and Public 
Safety Act 

Explanation 

Review the links below and discuss the use of K-9s when searching for drugs. 
Does the use of Police K-9 to conduct a search violate a person’s fourth 
amendment rights? 

https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Organization/Pages/FieldOperationsBureau/K9Uni
t.aspx 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz16usre8Kw 

https://www.thelawman.net/Articles/Crossing-the-line-When-do-drug-dogs-
need-search-warrants/ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats/drug-seizure-statistics
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/uscg_-_counter-drug_operations.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/uscg_-_counter-drug_operations.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/drug-bust-cocaine-marijuana-%20%20port-everglades-florida-coast-guard/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/drug-bust-cocaine-marijuana-%20%20port-everglades-florida-coast-guard/
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/491/Eyes-Ears
https://www.frederickcosheriff.com/law-enforcement-divisions
https://www.ccgov.org/government/sheriff-s-office/law-enforcement/divisions/criminal-investigations-division/drug-task-force
https://www.ccgov.org/government/sheriff-s-office/law-enforcement/divisions/criminal-investigations-division/drug-task-force
https://www.ccgov.org/government/sheriff-s-office/law-enforcement/divisions/criminal-investigations-division/drug-task-force
http://opentextbc.ca/ethicsinlawenforcement/
http://opentextbc.ca/ethicsinlawenforcement/
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/criminalinvestigation/
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/criminalinvestigation/
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-11/DIR-032-18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-11/DIR-032-18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-11/DIR-032-18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-11/DIR-032-18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43749.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R43749.pdf
https://www.dea.gov/history
https://drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-history-drug-war
https://drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-history-drug-war
https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Organization/Pages/FieldOperationsBureau/K9Unit.aspx
https://mdsp.maryland.gov/Organization/Pages/FieldOperationsBureau/K9Unit.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zz16usre8Kw
https://www.thelawman.net/Articles/Crossing-the-line-When-do-drug-dogs-need-search-warrants/
https://www.thelawman.net/Articles/Crossing-the-line-When-do-drug-dogs-need-search-warrants/


 

 

Elaboration 

N/A 

https://www.justice.gov/archive/dag
/pubdoc/21st_Century.pdf 

 

DEA: High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas 

https://www.dea.gov/hidta 

 

PERF: The Unprecedented 

Opioid Epidemic: As Overdoses 
Become a Leading Cause of Death, 
Police, Sheriffs, and Health Agencies 
Must Step Up Their Response 

https://www.policeforum.org/assets
/opioids2017.pdf 

 

DEA Mission Statement 

http://www.dea.gov/about/mission.s
html\ 

 

DEA: Drug Take Back  

https://takebackday.dea.gov/content
/partnership-toolbox 

 

International Journal of Drug Policy  

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/i
nternational-journal-of-drug-policy  

 

Effect of Drug Law Enforcement on 
Drug Market Violence: A Systematic 
Review 

https://www.hri.global/files/2011/03
/25/ICSDP_Violence_and_Enforceme
nt_Report_March_2011.pdf 

 

DHS, Immigrations and Customs 
Enforcement: Narcotics Enforcement 

https://www.ice.gov/narcotics 

 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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