
 

 

UNIT 3: Illegal Drugs 

LESSON 1: The Drug Problem 

Lesson Topics 

1. Assess the impact of crime 
problems from illegal drugs. 

2. Identify the central illegal and legal 
drugs subject to abuse. 

3. Analyze the physical, social, and 
emotional reasons for drug abuse 
and the societal and personal 
impact of their abuse. 

4. Assess strategies targeted at 
reducing both the supply and 
demand for abused substances. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

• Explain the underlying theory and historical development of laws 
and the criminal justice system in the United States. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

1. What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

2. What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

 

Resources 

Explore:  

Describe the U.S. drug problem. 

1. Assess the impact of crime problems from illegal drugs: Drug abusers 
increasingly commit robberies to obtain the funding to support their 
addictions.  

2. Identify the central illegal and legal drugs subject to abuse:  

a. According to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the 
following illegal drugs are the most prevalently used illegal 
substances today: heroin, fentanyl, cocaine, 
methamphetamine, marijuana, and new psychoactive 
substances (NPS). 

i. https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2018-11/DIR-
032-
18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%5D%20low%20res
olution11-20.pdf 

b. According to the DEA, pain relievers are the most commonly 
used controlled prescription drugs used and are responsible 
for the most drug-involved overdose deaths. Most individuals 
who abuse the use of these drugs cite physical pain as the 
most common reason for abuse and claim that the drugs are 
often obtained from a friend or relative. The most commonly 

Teacher Resources: 

• Video and player 

• Internet enabled devices 

• Agency information organizer  

 

Textbook:  

Cox, S. M., Massey, D., Koski, C. M., 
& Fitch, B. D. (2019). Introduction to 
policing (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications. (Additional 
materials available at 
https://us.sagepub.com/en-
us/nam/introduction-to-
policing/book259212) 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Utah State Board of 
Education. (2016). Law enforcement 
and criminal justice student manual. 
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used controlled prescription drugs used today are 
hydrocodone, oxycodone, amphetamine, methylphenidate, 
morphine, codeine, and buprenorphine. 

i. https://drugfree.org/drugs/prescription-pain-
relievers-opioids/ 

3. Analyze the physical, social, and emotional reasons for drug abuse 
and the societal and personal impact of their abuse: 

• Reasons for Drug Abuse: It often begins in different ways for different 
people. In general, there are three primary causes of drug use. Within 
these main causes, there stems myriad reasons as to why people start 
to use drugs. Certain people may face several different factors, which 
are each, on their own, a reason to use drugs. But these reasons are all 
the result of some sort of emotional, physical, or psychological 
categorization of the causes for drug use. 

o Emotional: Feeling they need drugs to fill a void in their lives 
(whether it’s stress, trauma, relationship issues, or more) 

o Physical: Feeling like they need the physical effects of a high or 
low to physically feel better 

o Psychological: General feelings of inadequacy toward themselves 
or the world, so they use drugs to boost their confidence and self-
esteem and their ability to make sense of things 

See the link below for additional information: 

https://www.12keysrehab.com/22-reasons-people-use-drugs-and-
alcohol/ 

• Impacts of Drug Abuse: The illegal use of drugs negatively impacts not 
only the health and wellbeing of the abuser but also their family, 
friends, and all they interact with within our society. Because the 
abuser is often impaired, it also prevents the abuser from securing 
steady employment. Without an income, their housing is threatened 
not only for them but also their families as well. In addition, drug 
abuse reduces the abuser’s eligibility for public benefits, as well as 
negatively impacting their children’s welfare as well as their education. 
Those who are abusers are also prevented from immigrating into the 
United States. 

See the link below for additional information: 

• https://uprootingthedrugwar.org/ 

4. Assess strategies targeted at reducing both the supply and demand 
for abused substances. 

• Supply: involves disrupting the manufacture or distribution of 
illegal drugs. Preventing the manufacture and supply of drugs 
efforts have had minimal impact on curtailing the drug 
problem in the United States. To interrupt the supply and 
manufacture of drugs, the DEA applies their 360 strategy – 
working closely with local state and federal partners to be 
more effective and achieve more positive results. 

https://www.uen.org/lawenfstuden
t/  

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): McCartney, S., & Parent, R. 
(2015). Ethics in law enforcement. 
Victoria, BC: BCcampus. 
http://opentextbc.ca/ethicsinlawenf
orcement/ 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Gehl, R., & Plecas, D. 
(2017). Introduction to criminal 
investigation: Processes, practices 
and thinking. New Westminster, BC: 
Justice Institute of British Columbia. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/cri
minalinvestigation/ 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

National Institute on Drug Abuse 

https://www.drugabuse.gov/ 

 

DEA: 2018 National Drug Threat 
Assessment 

https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/
files/2018-11/DIR-032-
18%202018%20NDTA%20%5Bfinal%
5D%20low%20resolution11-20.pdf 

 

NIDA: Trends & Statistics  

https://www.drugabuse.gov/related
-topics/trends-statistics 

 

Illegal Drugs in America: Enforcing 
the New Drug Laws 

https://www.deamuseum.org/idato
ur/enforcing-the-new-drug-laws-
6.html 
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o https://www.dea.gov/360-strategy/360-strategy-
law-enforcement 

• Demand: involves prevention efforts through education 
focused primarily on youth, explaining the risks associated 
with drugs. Drug abuse treatment programs have been 
established throughout the nation. Drug abuse education 
programs have been established by the bureau of prisons. The 
Department of Justice, through their Office of Justice 
Programs, has established multiple grant programs that 
distribute funding to state and local applicants in support of 
drug abuse programs, education and youth alternative 
programs, and the drug court program. 

o https://oig.justice.gov/reports/plus/a0312/final.pdf 

 

Drug Policy Alliance: A Brief History 
of the Drug War 

https://drugpolicy.org/issues/brief-
history-drug-war 

 

Drug Policy Alliance: Drug War 
Statistics 

https://drugpolicy.org/issues/drug-
war-
statistics?gclid=Cj0KCQiAvvKBBhCXA
RIsACTePW_UooL7PZqytxEADmPW
uzR3xcaBx-
VccatQ8NmFugbYDuAa_KGhtrIaAl5
_EALw_wcB 

 

Vaping and Marijuana: What You 
Need to Know 

https://drugfree.org/parent-
blog/know-kid-vaping-marijuana/ 

 

Opioids & Their Risks Explained 

https://drugfree.org/article/opioids-
risks-explained/ 

 

Explanation  

Students review  the attached video and discuss their ideas for solving this 
national problem. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5lGEwdP9znY 

Elaboration 

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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