
 

 

UNIT 2: Policing Nontraditional Crime 

LESSON 1: Organized Crime 

Lesson Topics 

1.  Define the concept of organized 
crime. 

2.  Describe the activities of organized 
crime. 

3.  Review how organized crime affects 
the local community. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

• Explain the underlying theory and historical development of laws 
and the criminal justice system in the United States. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration  

1. Define the concept of organized crime: The FBI defines a criminal enterprise 
as a group of individuals with an identified hierarchy, or comparable structure, 
engaged in significant criminal activity. These organizations often engage in 
multiple criminal activities and have extensive supporting networks. The terms 
organized crime and criminal enterprise are similar and often used 
synonymously. However, various federal criminal statutes specifically define 
the elements of an enterprise that need to be proven in order to convict 
individuals or groups of individuals under those statutes. The Racketeer 
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations (RICO statute), or Title 18 of the United 
States Code, Section 1961(4), defines an enterprise as "any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, or other legal entity, and any union or 
group of individuals associated in fact although not a legal entity." 

2. Describe the activities of organized crime: 

Significant Racketeering Activity 

The FBI defines significant racketeering activities as those predicate criminal 
acts that are chargeable under the RICO statute. Often organized crime is 
transnational. These are found in Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 
1961 (1) and include the following federal crimes: 

Federal Organized Crime Activity 

Bribery, Sports Bribery, Counterfeiting, Embezzlement of Union Funds, 

Mail Fraud, Wire Fraud, Money Laundering, Obstruction of Justice, 

Murder for Hire, Drug Trafficking, Prostitution, Sexual Exploitation of 
Children, Alien Smuggling, Trafficking in Counterfeit Goods, 

Theft from Interstate Shipment, Interstate Transportation of Stolen 
Property 

Teacher Resources: 

• Video and player 

• Internet enabled devices 

• Agency information organizer  

 

Textbook:  

Cox, S. M., Massey, D., Koski, C. M., 
& Fitch, B. D. (2019). Introduction to 
policing (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage Publications. (Additional 
materials available at 
https://us.sagepub.com/en-
us/nam/introduction-to-
policing/book259212) 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Utah State Board of 
Education. (2016). Law enforcement 
and criminal justice student manual. 

https://www.uen.org/lawenfstuden
t/  

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): McCartney, S., & Parent, R. 
(2015). Ethics in law enforcement. 

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/introduction-to-policing/book259212
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https://www.uen.org/lawenfstudent/


 

 

State Organized Crime Activity: 

Murder, Kidnapping, Gambling, Arson, Robbery, Bribery, Extortion, Drugs 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/organized-crime#Glossary-of%20Terms 

https://www.crimemuseum.org/crime-library/organized-crime/origins-of-
organized-crime/ 

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/organized-crime/module-1/key-
issues/activities-organization-composition.html 

3. Review how organized crime affects the local community: Organized 
criminal groups seek illicit profits and seize opportunities to infiltrate 
governments and control markets of illegal goods and services including drugs, 
stolen property, and counterfeiting, among many others. They may use 
violence and corruption to achieve their goals and often exploit legal persons – 
such as firms or corporations – to commit crimes or launder the proceeds of 
illegal activities. The harms produced include physical harm, economic harm, 
and undermining legitimate government and business operations. Organized 
crime is a global transnational problem.  

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/organized-crime/module-1/introduction-
learning-outcomes.html 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R40525.pdf 

Victoria, BC: BCcampus. 
http://opentextbc.ca/ethicsinlawenf
orcement/ 

 

Alternative Resource Text (Open 
Access): Gehl, R., & Plecas, D. 
(2017). Introduction to criminal 
investigation: Processes, practices 
and thinking. New Westminster, BC: 
Justice Institute of British Columbia. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/cri
minalinvestigation/ 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

Review Cox et al. (2019), Chapter 14 
(sections on organized crime and 
gangs) 

 

FBI: Transnational Organized Crime 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/org
anized-crime 

 

FBI: Glossary of terms 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/org
anized-crime#Glossary-of%20Terms 

 

Crime Museum: Origins of 
Organized Crime 

https://www.crimemuseum.org/cri
me-library/organized-crime/origins-
of-organized-crime/ 

 

United National – Organized Crime – 
Module 

https://www.unodc.org/e4j/tertiary
/organized-crime.html 

Explanation  

View the video below discussing organized crime. Brainstorm potential 
solutions in support of reducing organized crime. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtXuzuxVmGw 

Elaboration  

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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