
 

 

UNIT 5: Issues in Policing 

LESSON 2: Current Issues in Criminal Justice 

Lesson Topics 

Discuss current trends in criminal 
justice research and practice. 

Learning Objective:  

The student will: 

• Analyze current trends in criminal justice research and practice. 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration 

1. Analyze current trends in criminal justice research and practice: Since 
the establishment of the first police departments, the public’s 
expectations of a police officer’s duties and responsibilities have 
continued to expand as our society as a whole has continued to 
evolve. 

2. Police as Social Worker: Today, police are not limited to responding to 
strictly law enforcement calls for service but with increasing frequency 
also providing first aid for not only physically injured citizens but also 
providing effective initial responses to all of societies burgeoning social 
problems. Competency of officers as social workers varies widely. To 
remedy this issue, there is an increasing trend to refine and develop 
applicable policies while increasing officer training in this area. In 
addition, there is a growing trend for a certified social worker to be 
available to respond to calls for service that warrant their professional 
knowledge and skills. With the increasing number of high-profile police 
shootings, there is also an increasing trend to provide officers with 
biased-based police training as well as de-escalation training. 

3. Trends in Policing 

a. Police Officers Perform as Social Workers 
https://socialwork.tulane.edu/blog/why-police-officers-are-
taking-on-social-worker-responsibilities 

b. Police Departments Hiring Professional Social Workers 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2020/sep/19/alexandria-kentucky-police-social-workers 

c. There is a growing trend to require that police officers 
complete biased- based police training as well as de-escalation 
training. https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/2020-
06/Bias-Free%20Policing%20January%202020.pdf 

d. There is a growing trend for police officers to receive de-
escalation training 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/deescalation-training-

Teacher Resources: 

 

Textbooks: 

Maggs, G. E., & Smith, P. J. (2011). 
Constitutional Law: A Contemporary 
Approach (2nd ed.). 

(OER available thru Scholarly 
Commons at George Washington 
University Law School) 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/fac
ulty_publications/83/#:~:text=Const
itutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Cont
emporary%20Approach%20(2d%20
ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&t
ext=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%
20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%
2C%20and%20executive%20summa
ries 

 

Feinman, J. M. (2018). Law 101: 
Everything You Need to Know About 
American Law (5th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 
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police/2020/10/27/3a345830-14a8-11eb-ad6f-
36c93e6e94fb_story.html 

e. How law enforcement is evolving 
https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/top-5-trends-in-law-
enforcement/ 

f. Adapting to new levels of transparency that were nonexistent 
a decade ago 

g. Adopting new policies to promote improved police-community 
relations 

h. Deploying new technologies that help police do their jobs, 
while also changing the way they interact with the community 

i. Developing a deeper understanding of the connection 
between education and enforcement 

j. The top five trends in law enforcement 
https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/top-5-trends-in-law-
enforcement/ 

i. Focus on community-oriented policing 

ii. Increasing use of technology and tools 

iii. Expanding opportunities for women in law 
enforcement 

iv. The fast-growing threat of cybercrime 

v. Promoting a new generation into leadership roles 

k. Policing Policy Transparency Trends 
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/10/victory-new-
california-law-requires-police-policy-transparency 

l. Police-Community Relations 
https://www.rand.org/topics/police-community-relations.html 

m. Twelve Innovative Technologies 
https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/10-innovative-police-
technologies/ 

n. Importance of Education for Law Enforcement 
https://onlinedegrees.sandiego.edu/10-innovative-police-
technologies/ 

o. Emerging Trends to Support the Future of Criminal Justice 
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_rep
orts/RR1900/RR1987/RAND_RR1987.pdf 

p. Top Trends in State Criminal Justice Reform 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/top-trends-
in-state-criminal-justice-reform-2020/ 

q. The Workforce Crisis and What Police Agencies Are Doing 
About It 
https://www.policeforum.org/assets/WorkforceCrisis.pdf 

National Institute of Justice (NIJ) 
Journal (Source of latest CJ 
Research) 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/Pages/
archive.aspx 

 

Predictive Policing 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/266/Pa
ges/predictive.aspx 

 

Intelligence-Led Policing 

https://www.bja.gov/Publications/R
educingCrimeThroughILP.pdf 

 

Evidence-Based Policing 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/269/pa
ges/evidence.aspx 

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?l
ist=PLA5F09BA4A10764D6  

 

Police Use of Force 

http://www.nij.gov/topics/law-
enforcement/officer-safety/use-of-
force/Pages/welcome.aspx 

 

Electronic Crimes 

http://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/int
ernet-
electronic/Pages/welcome.aspx 

 

A Brief History of Cyber Crime 

https://www.floridatechonline.com/
blog/information-technology/a-
brief-history-of-cyber-crime/ 

 

Identity Theft 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/
218778.pdf 
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r. Police Executive Research Forum: One of the premier law 
enforcement research forums that also provides senior 
executive training https://www.policeforum.org/free-online-
documents 

s. Eight Law Enforcement Trends to Watch For in 2021 
https://www.fusus.com/blog/8-law-enforcement-trends-to-
watch-out-for-in-2021 

i. Recruiting and Retention Challenges 

ii. The Advancement of a New Generation of Leaders 

iii. A Greater Emphasis on Intelligence-Led Policing 

iv. Defragmentation of Police Technologies in the Cloud 

v. Focus on Better Situation Awareness 

vi. More Public-Private Partnerships 

vii. Improvements in Organizational Accountability 

viii. Formalized Policies on Drones, Surveillance, and 
Artificial Intelligence 

4. Organizational challenges facing law enforcement in 2020 

a. People, Policy, Training, Supervision, Discipline 
https://www.police1.com/2020-year-
review/articles/organizational-challenges-facing-law-
enforcement-in-2020-uagwDa6ZQXGk2GQO/ 

 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/spotlight/ide
ntity_theft/summary.html  

 

Internet Crimes Against Children 

https://www.icactaskforce.org/Page
s/Home.aspx 

 

Human Trafficking 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/271/pa
ges/anti-human-trafficking.aspx 

 

http://www.mdhumantrafficking.or
g/  

 

Teen Dating Violence 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/teendatingvi
olence/ 

 

Gangs and Gang Crime 

https://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/g
angs/pages/welcome.aspx 

 

Gang Prevention 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/273/pa
ges/preventing-gang-
membership.aspx 

 

10 Great Critical Thinking Activities 
That Engage Your Students 

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs
/critical-thinking/10-great-critical-
thinking-activities-that-engage-your-
students 

  

Top 5 Critical Thinking Lesson Plans 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blo
g/critical-thinking-lesson-plans 

 

Explanation 

Apply the police SARA model to solve a current or developing problem within 
their community. (SARA: Scan, Analysis, Response, Assessment) 

 

Elaboration 

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 

https://www.policeforum.org/free-online-documents
https://www.policeforum.org/free-online-documents
https://www.fusus.com/blog/8-law-enforcement-trends-to-watch-out-for-in-2021
https://www.fusus.com/blog/8-law-enforcement-trends-to-watch-out-for-in-2021
https://www.police1.com/2020-year-review/articles/organizational-challenges-facing-law-enforcement-in-2020-uagwDa6ZQXGk2GQO/
https://www.police1.com/2020-year-review/articles/organizational-challenges-facing-law-enforcement-in-2020-uagwDa6ZQXGk2GQO/
https://www.police1.com/2020-year-review/articles/organizational-challenges-facing-law-enforcement-in-2020-uagwDa6ZQXGk2GQO/
https://www.ncjrs.gov/spotlight/identity_theft/summary.html
https://www.ncjrs.gov/spotlight/identity_theft/summary.html
https://www.icactaskforce.org/Pages/Home.aspx
https://www.icactaskforce.org/Pages/Home.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/journals/271/pages/anti-human-trafficking.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/journals/271/pages/anti-human-trafficking.aspx
http://www.mdhumantrafficking.org/
http://www.mdhumantrafficking.org/
https://www.ncjrs.gov/teendatingviolence/
https://www.ncjrs.gov/teendatingviolence/
https://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/gangs/pages/welcome.aspx
https://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/gangs/pages/welcome.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/journals/273/pages/preventing-gang-membership.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/journals/273/pages/preventing-gang-membership.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/journals/273/pages/preventing-gang-membership.aspx
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeseducation.com%2Fblog%2Fcritical-thinking-lesson-plans&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530216465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Myp6yRMKDeKyAMEJh99lMOZRpC%2Ff4ziPHSzVe7DE3LE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeseducation.com%2Fblog%2Fcritical-thinking-lesson-plans&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530216465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Myp6yRMKDeKyAMEJh99lMOZRpC%2Ff4ziPHSzVe7DE3LE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 


