
 

 

UNIT 5: Issues in Policing 

LESSON 1: Juvenile Justice; Ethics in the Justice System 

Lesson Topics 

1. Review the history of juvenile 
justice in the U.S. 

2. Describe how the juvenile justice 
system is different from the adult 
courtroom. 

3. Explain the concept of ethics and 
discuss how it relates to the 
administration of justice. 

4. Describe how the concept of ethics 
is important in criminal justice. 

5. Distinguish the importance of a 
code of ethics for individuals who 
work in the legal and criminal 
justice disciplines. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

Explain the difference between the juvenile justice system and the adult 
justice system; discuss the code of ethics involved in the administration of 
justice. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration: 

1.  Review the history of juvenile justice in the U.S.:  

The juvenile court system was established in the United States a little 
more than a century ago, with the first court appearing in Illinois in 
1899. Prior to that time, children and youth were seen as "miniature 
adults" and thus tried and punished as adults. But advances in the 
understanding of child development and the push for a more 
compassionate approach changed all of that.  

During the Progressive Era, which occurred between 1880 and 1920, 
social conditions in the United States were characterized by large 
waves of immigration and a dramatic increase in urbanization. As a 
direct result, hundreds of indigent children wandered the streets, and 
many became involved in criminal activity. 

Initially, children who were convicted of crimes were housed with 
adult criminals. Social activists, law makers, and other officials soon 
realized that children institutionalized with adults were learning adult 
criminal behaviors and were exiting those institutions ready for life 
careers in criminality. Because of this negative influence, separate 
juvenile court systems and accompanying correctional institutions 
were developed. 

Teacher Resources: 

 

Textbooks: 

Maggs, G. E., & Smith, P. J. (2011). 
Constitutional Law: A Contemporary 
Approach (2nd ed.). 

(OER available thru Scholarly 
Commons at George Washington 
University Law School) 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/fac
ulty_publications/83/#:~:text=Const
itutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Cont
emporary%20Approach%20(2d%20
ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&t
ext=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%
20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%
2C%20and%20executive%20summa
ries 

 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries


 

 

Early juvenile institutions in the United States were based on the 
English Bridewell institution, which emphasized the teaching of life and 
trade skills. The idea behind teaching skills was that criminality was a 
result of the social environment and often was a survival mechanism. If 
youth were taught other skills, they were more likely to make 
meaningful contributions to society upon their release. 

Three other types of juvenile institutions began to appear in the 
United States during the Progressive Era: 

1. Houses of refuge 

2. New reformatories 

3. Separate institutions for juvenile females 

The first juvenile courts operated under the philosophy of parens 
patriae first articulated in Prince v. Massachusetts (1944). This 
philosophy meant the state could act "as a parent," and gave juvenile 
courts the power to intervene whenever court officials felt 
intervention was in the best interests of the child. Any offense 
committed was secondary to the offender. 

https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-
the-juvenile-justice-system.html 

Video: The history of juvenile justice 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8t9idLFWms 

2. Describe how the juvenile justice system is different from the adult 
courtroom:  

In the United States, both juveniles and adults may be charged with 
crimes. Both are entitled to be made aware of the charges and to have 
legal representation. The lawyers in either a juvenile or adult criminal 
court have the right to question and cross-examine witnesses. 
Courtroom testimony and the presentation of evidence procedure are 
generally the same. Moreover, both juvenile and adult defendants are 
protected from self-incrimination. In both, guilt must be proven by the 
prosecutor beyond a reasonable doubt.  

Differences: Beyond these similarities, these two systems of justice are 
quite different. In most states, juveniles are individuals between the 
ages of 10 and 18. However, in some states the upper age is 16 or 17. 
In some states, there are provisions that enable prosecuting a juvenile 
as an adult for certain heinous crimes. Adults are accused of crime; 
juveniles are normally accused of delinquent acts implying that it is 
less serious than a crime. Because they are not adults, they are not 
afforded a trial by a jury. Their case is decided by a judge alone. In 
juvenile court, the rules of evidence are less formal, enabling the 
lawyers to present their case more easily. When an adult is found to be 
guilty, punishment is imposed; whereas in a juvenile court, 
rehabilitations, parole, probation, and diversionary programs are used 
with the goal of supporting the juvenile to develop into a productive 
adult member of society.  

Feinman, J. M. (2018). Law 101: 
Everything You Need to Know About 
American Law (5th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

The History of Juvenile Justice 

https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/j
uvenile-justice/development-of-the-
juvenile-justice-system.html 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=c8t9idLFWms 

 

Maryland Department of Juvenile 
Services 
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/def
ault.aspx 

 

School-to-Prison Pipeline 

https://www.americanbar.org/grou
ps/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_erep
ort/2014/june_2014/the_emergenc
e_of_the_school-to-
prison_pipeline/ 

 

The Importance of Ethics in Criminal 
Justice  

https://he.kendallhunt.com/sites/d
efault/files/heupload/Belshaw_John
stone_1e_Chapter2.pdf 

 

Everyday Ethics for the Criminal 
Justice Professional 

http://www.cap-
press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-
DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheesema
n/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%2
0slides.ppt 

https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/minor-crime-is-a-major-ordeal.html
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/321/158.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-the-juvenile-justice-system.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-the-juvenile-justice-system.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8t9idLFWms
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-the-juvenile-justice-system.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-the-juvenile-justice-system.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/development-of-the-juvenile-justice-system.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8t9idLFWms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8t9idLFWms
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://djs.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_ereport/2014/june_2014/the_emergence_of_the_school-to-prison_pipeline/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_ereport/2014/june_2014/the_emergence_of_the_school-to-prison_pipeline/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_ereport/2014/june_2014/the_emergence_of_the_school-to-prison_pipeline/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_ereport/2014/june_2014/the_emergence_of_the_school-to-prison_pipeline/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/gpsolo/publications/gpsolo_ereport/2014/june_2014/the_emergence_of_the_school-to-prison_pipeline/
https://he.kendallhunt.com/sites/default/files/heupload/Belshaw_Johnstone_1e_Chapter2.pdf
https://he.kendallhunt.com/sites/default/files/heupload/Belshaw_Johnstone_1e_Chapter2.pdf
https://he.kendallhunt.com/sites/default/files/heupload/Belshaw_Johnstone_1e_Chapter2.pdf
http://www.cap-press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheeseman/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%20slides.ppt
http://www.cap-press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheeseman/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%20slides.ppt
http://www.cap-press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheeseman/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%20slides.ppt
http://www.cap-press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheeseman/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%20slides.ppt
http://www.cap-press.com/files/PPTwebsamples-DO%20NOT%20REMOVE/Cheeseman/cheeseman%20ppt%20sample%20slides.ppt


 

 

Expungement is the removal of the offense from the juvenile’s records. 

https://thelawdictionary.org/article/difference-between-juvenile-and-
adult-justice-systems/ 

https://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/juvenile-vs-adult-
criminal-system.html 

https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/how-do-juvenile-
proceedings-differ-from-adult-criminal-proceeding.html 

3. Explain the concept of ethics and discuss how it relates to the 
administration of justice: 

Ethics Concept: The basic concept of ethics is doing what is right rather 
than wrong. Criminal justice professionals are entrusted by the public 
with a high degree of responsibility to remain above reproach, remain 
100 percent honest, and always do what is right. 

According to Pollack (2010), there are four common ethical elements 
that each criminal justice professional encounters: 

 Discretion: The power to make a decision or act in a manner 
that the individual feels is right or correct.  

 The duty to enforce the law: Service to the law is part of every 
criminal justice career and is also expected even if the 
individual disagrees with the law itself.  

 The duty to uphold constitutional protections: Fundamental 
to the Constitution are the concepts of due process and equal 
protection. 

 They are public servants: The job of those in criminal justice is 
to serve the best interest of the citizens, and they must hold 
themselves accountable to the public.  

4. Describe how the concept of ethics is important in criminal justice:  

Not only are criminal justice professionals entrusted with a high 
degree of responsibility but also of all public servants, they often have 
the greatest degree of direct contact with the public. They are in fact 
role models for promoting ethical and moral public behaviors. An 
ethical police officer has the ability to influence public behavior and 
thereby promote ethical, positive, and productive public behavior and 
by doing so reduce crime and improve public safety and security. 

5. Distinguish the importance of a code of ethics for individuals who work in 
the legal and criminal justice disciplines:  

A written and promulgated code of conduct is important because it 
clearly communicates an officer’s ethical behavior standards and 
expectations. A written accessible code of ethics reinforces and 
inculcates these expectations until they become engrained as natural 
habits of behavior. 

https://www.theiacp.org/resources/law-enforcement-code-of-ethics 

 

The Interaction Between Ethics and 
the Criminal Justice System 

http://www.sagepub.com/upm-
data/46945_CH_1.pdf 

  

International Association of Chiefs 
of Police (IACP) Law Enforcement 
Code of Ethics 

https://www.theiacp.org/resources/
law-enforcement-code-of-ethics 

 

Law Enforcement Ethics Video for 
Classroom Discussion 

http://leotrainer.com/ethics.html  

 

10 Great Critical Thinking Activities 
That Engage Your Students 

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs
/critical-thinking/10-great-critical-
thinking-activities-that-engage-your-
students 

  

Top 5 Critical Thinking Lesson Plans 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blo
g/critical-thinking-lesson-plans 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

Explanation  

https://thelawdictionary.org/article/difference-between-juvenile-and-adult-justice-systems/
https://thelawdictionary.org/article/difference-between-juvenile-and-adult-justice-systems/
https://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/juvenile-vs-adult-criminal-system.html
https://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/juvenile-vs-adult-criminal-system.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/how-do-juvenile-proceedings-differ-from-adult-criminal-proceeding.html
https://www.findlaw.com/criminal/juvenile-justice/how-do-juvenile-proceedings-differ-from-adult-criminal-proceeding.html
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/law-enforcement-code-of-ethics
http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/46945_CH_1.pdf
http://www.sagepub.com/upm-data/46945_CH_1.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/law-enforcement-code-of-ethics
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/law-enforcement-code-of-ethics
http://leotrainer.com/ethics.html
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwabisabilearning.com%2Fblogs%2Fcritical-thinking%2F10-great-critical-thinking-activities-that-engage-your-students&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530206473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3NuI%2FV%2Fz3KwkD1mt6ZFEWkmRIoQq0xoFe%2FePYHI0p8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeseducation.com%2Fblog%2Fcritical-thinking-lesson-plans&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530216465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Myp6yRMKDeKyAMEJh99lMOZRpC%2Ff4ziPHSzVe7DE3LE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeseducation.com%2Fblog%2Fcritical-thinking-lesson-plans&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530216465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Myp6yRMKDeKyAMEJh99lMOZRpC%2Ff4ziPHSzVe7DE3LE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Student Exercise: Act as a Blue-Ribbon Panel and evaluate the extent to which 
the state of Maryland juvenile justice system is meeting its mission statement, 
goals, objectives, and outcomes. If shortfalls are identified, make suggestions 
for improvement. Hint: reference budgetary performance review information 
as well as independent media reports. 

Elaboration 

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 

 

 

 


