
 

 

UNIT 4: Impact of Political, Social, Economic, and Cultural Environments 

LESSON 2: U.S. Criminal Justice and the Global War on Terrorism; Homeland Security Presidential 
Directives and Presidential Policy Directives for Homeland Security 

Lesson Topics 

1. Define terrorism as it relates to law 
enforcement. 

2. Describe the changes in law 
enforcement as a result of the 
national anti-terrorism efforts. 

3. Explain how law enforcement is 
structured in Maryland to prevent 
and deter terrorist activity. 

4. Explain the purpose of a Homeland 
Security Presidential Directive 
(HSPD) or Presidential Policy 
Directive (PPD). 

5. Describe a recently changed or new 
HSPD/PPD. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

• Assess the legal, structural, and procedural changes to the criminal 
justice system in response to the global war on terrorism. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration: 

1. Define terrorism as it relates to law enforcement and the changes that 
have occurred in law enforcement as a result of national ani-terrorism 
efforts: Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or 
property to intimidate or coerce a government or its citizens to further certain 
political or social objectives. The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) is the 
lead agency for preventing and responding to international and domestic acts 
of terrorism. The FBI works with both government and private sector partners 
every day and at every level – local, state, federal, tribal, and international. The 
FBI partners closely with the Department of Homeland Security, as well as 
state and local agencies. Under the National Response Framework all federal, 
state, and local agencies are required to coordinate their efforts in response to 
all hazards – including terrorism. There are approximately 800,000 sworn 
police officers serving across the nation. One of their many duties is to prevent 
and respond to acts of terrorism. In support of this effort, they receive 
training, collect and share intelligence, purchase applicable equipment, and 
remain ready to prevent and respond to acts of terrorism. Below are a variety 
of links that further expand upon this summarized information. 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/RIC/Publications/cops-w0125-pub.pdf 

Teacher Resources: 

 

Textbooks: 

Maggs, G. E., & Smith, P. J. (2011). 
Constitutional Law: A Contemporary 
Approach (2nd ed.). 

(OER available thru Scholarly 
Commons at George Washington 
University Law School) 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/fac
ulty_publications/83/#:~:text=Const
itutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Cont
emporary%20Approach%20(2d%20
ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&t
ext=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%
20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%

https://cops.usdoj.gov/RIC/Publications/cops-w0125-pub.pdf
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries


 

 

https://www.dhs.gov/state-and-local-engagement 

https://www.fbi.gov/about/faqs/what-is-the-fbis-role-in-combating-terrorism 

https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-
terrorism-united-states-5948.html 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism/joint-terrorism-task-forces 

https://www.fbi.gov/about/partnerships/office-of-partner-engagement 

https://www.austintexas.gov/faq/what-terrorism 

2. Describe the changes in law enforcement as a result of the national anti-
terrorism efforts: There has been an increased degree of training and 
resources provided in support of preventing and responding to acts of 
terrorism. There has also been an increased degree of coordination and 
sharing of intelligence horizontally with all local police departments as well as 
vertically with state and federal partners. There has been an increased effort 
to apply the whole community approach by increasing public awareness 
training among the citizens residing within the communities that police serve – 
if you see something, report it. 

3. Explain how law enforcement is structured in Maryland to prevent and 
deter terrorist activity: Response to terrorism in the state of Maryland is 
centrally coordinated by the Maryland Coordination and Analysis Center. It 
coordinates the efforts of federal, state, and local agencies to gather, analyze, 
and share intelligence information with law enforcement, public health, and 
emergency responder personnel. See the link below for additional information. 

http://www.mcac.maryland.gov/about_mcac/our_mission/ 

4. Explain the purpose of a Homeland Security Presidential Directive or 
Presidential Policy Directive. 

HSPD and PPDs – HSPD Presidential decisions about homeland security 
policies. 

PPD – A specific form of Executive Order that state the Executive Branch’s 
national security policy, and carry the force and effect of law, stating the 
requirements for the Executive Branch. 

https://www.hsdl.org/c/about/ 

• The Homeland Security Digital Library (HSDL) is the nation’s premier 
collection of documents related to homeland security policy, strategy, 
and organizational management. The HSDL is sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security’s National Preparedness 
Directorate, FEMA, and the Naval Postgraduate School Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security. 

• Mission 

To strengthen the national security of the United States by supporting 
local, state, tribal, territorial, and federal analysis, debate, and 
decision-making needs and to assist academics of all disciplines in 
homeland defense and security-related research. 

https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-authorities.pdf 

2C%20and%20executive%20summa
ries 

 

Feinman, J. M. (2018). Law 101: 
Everything You Need to Know About 
American Law (5th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

FBI – Terrorism 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/ter
rorism 

 

FBI – Weapons of Mass Destruction 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/w
md 

 

Video: National Counterterrorism 
Center (NCTC) Overview 
https://youtu.be/WsiRCTdkT0k 

 

NCTC Counterterrorism Guide 

https://www.dni.gov/nctc/index.ht
ml 

 

Think Locally, Act Nationally 

http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodic
als/rand-
review/issues/spring2006/police.ht
ml 

 

Hard Won Lessons: Policing 
Terrorism in the United States 

https://www.manhattan-
institute.org/html/hard-won-
lessons-policing-terrorism-united-
states-5948.html 

https://www.dhs.gov/state-and-local-engagement
https://www.fbi.gov/about/faqs/what-is-the-fbis-role-in-combating-terrorism
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism/joint-terrorism-task-forces
https://www.fbi.gov/about/partnerships/office-of-partner-engagement
https://www.austintexas.gov/faq/what-terrorism
http://www.mcac.maryland.gov/about_mcac/our_mission/
https://www.hsdl.org/c/about/
http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness-directorate
http://www.fema.gov/national-preparedness-directorate
https://www.chds.us/
https://www.chds.us/
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-authorities.pdf
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/faculty_publications/83/#:~:text=Constitutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Contemporary%20Approach%20(2d%20ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&text=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%2C%20and%20executive%20summaries
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/terrorism
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https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/wmd
https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/wmd
https://youtu.be/WsiRCTdkT0k
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/index.html
https://www.dni.gov/nctc/index.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodicals/rand-review/issues/spring2006/police.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodicals/rand-review/issues/spring2006/police.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodicals/rand-review/issues/spring2006/police.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/periodicals/rand-review/issues/spring2006/police.html
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html
https://www.manhattan-institute.org/html/hard-won-lessons-policing-terrorism-united-states-5948.html


 

 

5. Describe a recently changed or new HSPD/PPD: On 7/26/2016, Presidential 
Policy Directive 41 was promulgated setting forth principles governing the 
federal government's response to any cyber incident, whether involving 
government or private sector entities. For significant cyber incidents, this PPD 
also establishes lead federal agencies and an architecture for coordinating the 
broader federal government response. This PPD also requires the Departments 
of Justice and Homeland Security to maintain updated contact information for 
public use to assist entities affected by cyber incidents in reporting those 
incidents to the proper authorities. See below link for additional information. 

https://www.hsdl.org/?collection&id=2481&pid=bo 

 

FBI – Joint Terrorism Task Forces 

https://www.fbi.gov/investigate/ter
rorism/joint-terrorism-task-forces 

 

Maryland Coordination and Analysis 
Center 

http://www.mcac.maryland.gov/ab
out_mcac/our_mission/ 

 

The exchange: When should 
increased security measures 
outweigh your privacy rights in 
school? 

https://constitutioncenter.org/medi
a/files/Exchange_Security_Final.pdf  

Handling Ethical Problems in 
Counterterrorism 

https://www.rand.org/randeurope/
research/projects/handling-ethical-
problems-in-counterterrorism.html 

 

U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security: Mission 

https://www.dhs.gov/mission 

 

National Preparedness Report 

https://www.fema.gov/national-
preparedness-report 

 

Overview – Presidential Directives 

https://www.phe.gov/s3/law/Pages
/Directives.aspx  

 

List of Homeland Security 
Presidential Directives 

https://www.hsdl.org/?collection&i
d=2481&pid=bo 

 

List of Authorities and References 

Explanation 

Reviewing a local police department website, analyze the degree to which they 
have changed their policies and procedures related to counterterrorism. 

Elaboration  

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergen
cy/nrf/nrf-authorities.pdf 

 

10 Great Critical Thinking Activities 
That Engage Your Students 

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs
/critical-thinking/10-great-critical-
thinking-activities-that-engage-your-
students 

  

Top 5 Critical Thinking Lesson Plans 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blo
g/critical-thinking-lesson-plans 

 

 

http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nrf/nrf-authorities.pdf
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aeseducation.com%2Fblog%2Fcritical-thinking-lesson-plans&data=04%7C01%7Ccturano%40frederick.edu%7Cfb607abc8e2343fc704508d8f9107e99%7C8b7032fb3317485cbf225da314cf4762%7C0%7C0%7C637533196530216465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Myp6yRMKDeKyAMEJh99lMOZRpC%2Ff4ziPHSzVe7DE3LE%3D&reserved=0

