
 

 

UNIT 4: Impact of Political, Social, Economic, and Cultural Environments 

LESSON 1: Influences on the Criminal Justice System 

Lesson Topics 

1. Identify the major forces that 
influence the criminal justice 
system. 

2. Describe how politics affects the 
criminal justice system. 

3. Review the challenges for the 
criminal justice system in the next 
century. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

Analyze the various political, social, economic, and cultural forces that 
affect the administration of justice. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration 

1 & 2. Identify the major forces that influence the criminal justice system. 

Political: While judges are required to remain nonpartisan, partisan elected 
executives nominate prospective justices while legislatures confirm the 
nominee, which requires a simple majority vote. One of the key ways that 
politics influences criminal justice is through law making. Sometimes laws are 
enacted with unintended consequences. For example, when elected officials 
enact a law requiring longer sentences, do they always consider that there 
must be additional prisons built to house the additional inmates? When not 
considered, the result is overcrowded prisons and the cost to fund corrections 
significantly increasing. Because prosecutors are elected officials who have 
ambitions for higher office, some resort to nefarious practices of prosecuting 
their political rivals. Judges sometimes experience political pressure for a wide 
array of reasons, for example, when deciding sentences which involve the very 
politically controversial death penalty policy. Politics can also influence 
corrections such as when a parole board is considering the release of an 
infamous criminal.  

Social/Cultural: As the United States becomes increasingly diverse, our police 
departments will achieve a higher degree of effectiveness when their internal 
diversity more closely matches the diversity of communities they serve. Our 
police officers should look like the communities they serve. A police 
department’s hiring process must be sufficiently rigorous to prevent the hiring 
of unethical persons who may discriminate against any person based on their 
race, ethnicity, creed, religion, sexual origin, age, or disability. To help ensure 
zero tolerance for bias and discrimination within a police department, all 
department directives, processes, and procedures should reflect this zero-
tolerance requirement. All officers should receive bias awareness training at 

Teacher Resources: 

 

Textbooks: 

Maggs, G. E., & Smith, P. J. (2011). 
Constitutional Law: A Contemporary 
Approach (2nd ed.). 

(OER available thru Scholarly 
Commons at George Washington 
University Law School) 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/fac
ulty_publications/83/#:~:text=Const
itutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Cont
emporary%20Approach%20(2d%20
ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&t
ext=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%
20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%
2C%20and%20executive%20summa
ries 

 

Feinman, J. M. (2018). Law 101: 
Everything You Need to Know About 
American Law (5th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 
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least annually. Reported incidents of discrimination by an officer must be 
thoroughly and promptly investigated, and if the officer is found to have 
violated policy standard(s), prescribed responses from training and discipline 
to discharge promptly initiated. Another important cultural consideration that 
influences the criminal justice system is the negative of the degradation of the 
family unit and the consequential severely negative impact it has had on our 
nation’s youth, resulting in many crimes being committed by juveniles and the 
resulting huge demand it has placed on the juvenile justice system. Effective 
police departments are striving to enhance their relationships with the 
communities they serve through all means of direct contact as well as through 
social media. Many police departments have established very active Facebook 
and other social media platforms. 

Economic – Macro Level: On a macro scale, economically depressed 
communities generally produce more crime per capita than affluent 
communities, resulting in a higher demand for police services. Through the 
application of community policing activities, officers are increasingly investing 
available discretionary time in economically depressed communities in support 
of making direct contact, developing relationships, and fostering trust and 
cooperation that will help support a reduction in crime while also helping to 
solve crimes due to the increased number of witnesses willing to come 
forward and testify to the crimes they have witnessed, resulting in officers 
being able to develop a sufficient degree of probable cause to make an arrest. 
Many departments are also implementing youth reach-out programs to 
provide the youth living within economically depressed communities 
alternative activities that are helping them divert from criminal activity to 
more productive activities.  

Economic – Financial Support Considerations: Within each community across 
the United States, police departments are funded by city and/or county 
budgets primarily supported by tax revenues. Police department budget 
demands must compete with all other city department financial demands. 
These include the fire departments, public works, utilities, etc. About 70 to 80 
percent of a city’s budget funds salary costs. Because police departments have 
many employees, they are commonly the largest departments within a 
municipality. Nationally, two to three officers per one thousand residents are 
required to effectively provide policing services. Added to these numbers are 
the police departments non-sworn civilian support staff, which commonly total 
about 20 percent of the number of sworn officers. As populations increase, 
there will be an increasing demand for additional police officers throughout 
the nation. Added to these salary costs are the continuously increasing 
operating costs for police officer uniforms, vehicles, fuel, weapons, and ever-
increasing amount of specialized equipment to more effectively support 
officer’s efforts to keep their jurisdictions safe and free of crime. Added to this 
cost are the capital costs involved with constructing new police departments 
as well as their long-term maintenance. To supplement local funding, effective 
police departments will apply for all available state and federal grants. In 
addition, they establish volunteer programs that not only increase positive 
relationships with its citizens but also utilize these dedicated volunteer patriots 
to be the eyes and ears of the police as well as complete a wide array of 
administrative tasks. It has been calculated that volunteer services save a 
department approximately $25 dollars for each hour of their service. Note that 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

• Analyze the various political, 
social, economic, and cultural 
forces that affect the 
administration of justice. 

• Assess the legal, structural, and 
procedural changes to the 
criminal justice system in 
response to the 9/11 attacks 
and the continuing global war 
on terrorism. 

 

Final Report of the President’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing 

https://cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/taskforc
e/taskforce_finalreport.pdf  

 

PEST Analysis: Definition, Examples, 
and Templates 

http://www.businessnewsdaily.com
/5512-pest-analysis-definition-
examples-templates.html 

 

Problem-Oriented Policing 

https://cebcp.org/evidence-based-
policing/what-works-in-
policing/research-evidence-
review/problem-oriented-policing/  

 

Police/Community Relations 

https://www.justice.gov/crs/file/83
6486/download  

 

https://www.rand.org/topics/police
-community-relations.html 

 

https://www.theiacp.org/projects/i
nstitute-for-community-police-
relations 
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volunteer members have no law enforcement authority. Lastly, police 
departments become more economically effective by achieving accreditation 
with the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) 
and/or their respective state accreditation organizations. Accredited police 
departments generally operate more efficiently, effectively, and safely – 
thereby operating with reduced exposure and resulting expensive liability. 

https://www.calea.org/ 

3. Review the challenges for the criminal justice system in the next century. 

As our nation’s population increases, it is imperative that police departments 
commensurately increase as well while simultaneously leveraging all 
applicable means of technology to support their efforts in protecting us all. 
These include harnessing artificial intelligence (AI) to further develop 
predictive technology to enable improved crime forecasting, the increased use 
of social media as a means of improving public communications, and the 
increased use of stationary and aerial video surveillance as well as the 
increased use of robotics.  

Globalization has been and will continue to be a two-edged sword. While it has 
increased interconnectivity to an unprecedented degree with significantly 
positive economic results, it has also resulted in the threats of terrorism 
reaching our shores.  

Because police officers are first responders, they will undoubtedly respond to 
the resulting hazards caused by climate change, which includes flooding, 
increased fires, etc. and the resulting disputes as people fight over 
progressively reduced resources. Regardless of the continued evolution of this 
endless stream of threats and hazards, the thin blue line will continue to take 
an oath to protect the Constitution from foreign as well as domestic threats. 
Police officers will remain ever vigilant to prevent and respond to these threats 
if they should occur. Historically, we have always faced and prevailed during 
challenging times because we have always had resilient people. We will stand 
upon the shoulders of the past to see into the future. 

Social Justice Organizations  

http://www.startguide.org/orgs/org
s06.html 

 

Race, Ethnicity, and the Criminal 
Justice System 

https://www.nap.edu/read/9747/ch
apter/8  

 

https://www.ppic.org/blog/toward-
understanding-racial-disparities-in-
arrests/  

 

The Politics of Criminal Justice 

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/study-
guides/criminal-justice/the-criminal-
justice-system/the-politics-of-
criminal-justice  

 

Preparing for the Future: Criminal 
Justice in 2040 

http://www.nij.gov/journals/255/Pa
ges/2040.aspx 

 

Future Trends in Policing 

https://www.policeforum.org/asset
s/docs/Free_Online_Documents/Le
adership/future%20trends%20in%2
0policing%202014.pdf  

 

Helping Police Find Better Strategies 
to Fight Crime 

https://www.rand.org/blog/articles/
2018/12/helping-police-find-better-
strategies-to-fight-crime.html 

 

10 Great Critical Thinking Activities 
That Engage Your Students 

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs
/critical-thinking/10-great-critical-

Explanation   

Reviewing a local police department website, analyze the degree to which they 
have implemented any new policies, procedures, suggestions. 

Note: If the police department publishes an annual report, it will include the 
progressive actions they have implemented. 

Elaboration 

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 

Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 
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thinking-activities-that-engage-your-
students 

  

Top 5 Critical Thinking Lesson Plans 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blo
g/critical-thinking-lesson-plans 
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