
 

 

UNIT 3: Operation of the Criminal Justice System 

LESSON 2: Classification of Offenses 

Lesson Topics 

1. Contrast the different 
classifications of crimes. 

2. Identify the difference between a 
misdemeanor and a felony. 

3. Explain why a civil court case is 
different from the criminal court 
system. 

4. Differentiate between a personal 
crime and a property crime. 

Learning Objectives:  

The student will: 

Explain the various classifications of crimes and differentiate between 
personal and property crime. 

 

Engage  

Access prior knowledge 

• What do you know? How did you learn it? 

Pique their interest  

• What do you see, think, wonder when you see this image, watch this 
video, or hear this story? 

Resources 

Exploration 

1 & 2. Contrast the different classifications of crimes and the difference 
between misdemeanor and felony crimes: 

• Infractions: A petty offense that is a violation of a regulation, 
ordinance, municipal code, and in some states traffic regulations. 
Examples may include littering, boating violations, jaywalking, building 
permits, and traffic violations. Violators of an infraction usually receive 
a warning or a monetary fine. Repeat offenders usually receive larger 
fines. Some states offer alternative remedies such attending traffic 
safety school. 

• Misdemeanors: A criminal offense that is less serious than a felony but 
more serious than an infraction. They are punishable by a fine and/or 
jail time of less than one year. Some states consider misdemeanor 
crimes to be wobblers, allowing the judge to treat them as felonies or 
misdemeanors. Some states offer alternative programs for first time 
offenders, such as participating in a public service program. 

• Felonies: The most serious crime classification resulting in jail 
sentencing of one year or more or capital punishment. If the violation 
is non-violent, first-time offenders may be offered mandatory 
participation in a public service program. 

http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/classifications-of-
crimes.html 

3. Explain why a civil court case is different from the criminal court system: 

Teacher Resources: 

  

Textbooks: 

Maggs, G. E., & Smith, P. J. (2011). 
Constitutional Law: A Contemporary 
Approach (2nd ed.). 

(OER available thru Scholarly 
Commons at George Washington 
University Law School) 

https://scholarship.law.gwu.edu/fac
ulty_publications/83/#:~:text=Const
itutional%20Law%3A%20A%20Cont
emporary%20Approach%20(2d%20
ed.,Maggs%20and%20Peter%20J.&t
ext=Text%20boxes%20call%20the%
20students,%2C%20hypotheticals%
2C%20and%20executive%20summa
ries 

 

Feinman, J. M. (2018). Law 101: 
Everything You Need to Know About 
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• Criminal cases happen when someone breaks a law, or commits a 
criminal offense, often resulting in jail time. A criminal case is filed by 
the government and is led by a prosecuting attorney. In a criminal 
case, individuals must be found to be guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt.  

• Civil cases handle almost all other disputes, and typically aim for some 
sort of recovery. A civil case is filed by a private party, typically an 
individual or corporation, against another individual or corporation. In 
a civil case, the threshold for guilt is much less and is referred to as a 
preponderance of evidence – greater than 50% that the allegations are 
true. 

https://monseesmayer.com/whats-the-difference-between-a-civil-
and-a-criminal-case/ 

4. Differentiate between a personal crime and a property crime: 

• Personal crimes are committed against a person 

Examples include: 

o Homicide 

o Manslaughter 

o Assault 

o Battery 

o Rape 

o Sexual Assault 

• Property crimes are classified as crimes related to property 

Examples include: 

o Theft 

o Robbery 

o Burglary 

o Arson 

o Embezzlement 

o Forgery 

o Receipt of stolen goods 

American Law (5th ed.). Oxford 
University Press. 

 

Key Points for Teaching:  

Teacher Resources: 

 

Classifications of Crimes 

http://criminal.findlaw.com/crimina
l-law-basics/classifications-of-
crimes.html 

 

Classification of Crimes 

https://open.lib.umn.edu/criminalla
w/chapter/1-4-classification-of-
crimes/  

 

Classification of Crimes in Criminal 
Cases 

http://www.citizensinformation.ie/e
n/justice/criminal_law/criminal_offe
nces/classification_of_crimes_in_cri
minal_cases.html 

 

What Are the Different Types of 
Crimes? 

http://www.legalmatch.com/law-
library/article/what-are-the-
different-types-of-crimes.html 

 

Crimes 

http://legal-
dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/Of
fenses+Affecting+Public+Order,+He
alth,+and+Morals 

 

Maryland Criminal Charging 
Language 

http://courts.state.md.us/district/ch
arginglanguage.pdf 

 

Explanation 

Compare and contrast the various categories of laws and their potential 
penalties. 

Elaboration 

N/A 

Formative Assessment:  

The explanation activities 
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Summative Assessment: 

As required by the curriculum and school system 

Maryland Traffic Charges 

http://www.courts.state.md.us/dist
rict/forms/criminal/dccr090.pdf 

 

10 Great Critical Thinking Activities 
That Engage Your Students 

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs
/critical-thinking/10-great-critical-
thinking-activities-that-engage-your-
students 

 

Top 5 Critical Thinking Lesson Plans 

https://www.aeseducation.com/blo
g/critical-thinking-lesson-plans 

 

Mock Trial – Street Law, Inc. 

https://www.streetlaw.org/teaching
-strategies/mock-trial 

  

Mock Trial Step-by-Step 

http://ojen.ca/en/resources/videos/
mock-trial-how-to 

  

Guide to Conducting Mock Trials 

https://www.19thcircuitcourt.state.i
l.us/1610/Guide-to-Conducting-
Mock-Trials 
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